Source of material: A mixture containing Ce(III)acetate hydrate (0.374 g, 1.18 mmol), 1,2,4,5-benzenetetracarboxylic acid (0.200 g, 0.787 mmol) and water (8 ml) was stirred for 10 minutes at room temperature, then transferred to a stainless steel vessel which was placed in a programmable furnace. The temperature was raised to 413 Κ at 5 Κ per minute, then held at that temperature for 20 hours followed by cooling to room temperature at 0.1 Κ per minute to give pale yellow needle crystals along with a white powder which was removed by washing with water. The crystals were collected by filtration, washed with distilled water (3 χ 10 ml) and ethanol (3 χ 10 ml), then air-dried to give 0.12 g (25% yield Un U13 
